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January 1, 1972

BL4SK LIBERATION HONTH 1972 HANDBCOK

This 1s a general ideological formulation for Black
Liberation Month (BLHM). This document 1s the basis for all
participation on the staff of BLM, so that everybody who
gets involved will have a full mnderstanding of what it 1s
we are doing and why. BEM is a mgasg action and =ust allow
for the full participation of as many people as pbssible,
as long as they meet the responsibilities involved; staff
folks must kanow what 1s going on and be able to run it to
anyorre witr asks. In a'mass action everyone-on the staff
nust be fully able to give a ten mghute rap on Peoples Col-
lege and BLM at a moments notice. (Maybe everyone ought to
have a set of rap-note=cards in their pocket or purse at
all times!) The contents of this memo must be discussed lire
by line, paragraph by paragraph sc that everybody involved
has got 1t down, because only wttU'fhii"participation in
this P.E, will it be a democratic process. Then following
tals democratic discusfgion there must be discipline and
productivity. After democractic discussions comes making
the plan work, following tngbplan, doing.yoanujpb in an gx=-
sellent manner. Everybody is expected to get down and get
th1s shit one. We all have the energy. We all have some
level of political development. So all ve neei is the prac-

tice to be correct. This is the time of year most of us got
into P.Es and the Peoples College only one year later. We've

got to get 1t on for our final exams after one years prepara=
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tion, The people are going to grade our work. If we love
the people and wint to sees them survive this zonster of im-
perialism and racism then we will be given hconors in the
form of PEOPLES College being full of people.

1. Baslc Explanation of 3LMs

(a) Origin: A major breakthrough azainst the colonial-
st 1lie taat we as a people had no history was made when Dr,
Carter 3. Woodson founded Negmo History Week in 1926 in honor
of the birth of Frederick ﬁoéglassa Brother Yoodsen got his
BA from the University of Chicago and his PhD from Harvard.
He went to teach at Howard and promote the study of history
amonz the people. He foundad the Association for the Study
of liegro Life and History in 1915, and ths Journal of Negro
History, the Negro History Bulletin, Assoclated Publishers
(for all~hig~over 20 books), and Negro History Week in 1926,
He, l1ike DuBols his contemporary, comes af'ter the accomodat-
ing leadership of Booker T. Washington. Tmperteltism

Imperialism reached its height. Blacks were disenfran-
chised in the South, now the USA controls Cuba, the Philip-
pines, and Puerto Rico, and the WAR of colonial Plunder had
been wageds "..o following WWI there was a demand for unskil=-
led labor in the heavy industries of the North, masses of Sou~
thern Negroes migrated to Northern industrial centers from %
the cotton plantations ravaged by the boll weevil.,®™ A post
war boom, the Garvey movement, the Harlem R8faissancas, and a
Pan~African movement: one a messianic petty bourgeolse nation-
alist that was a tremendous success, second one of elitist
petty bourgeolse cultural pluralism, and third, intellectual

petty bourgeoise reform. The historical importance of YWoode
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son's work like Negro History Week is that i1t institutionali-
zed the correct relationship between historical truth and a
positivo self image. He understood that ™a people who does
not know 1ts own history is like a tree without roots.”™ He
was a teacher who used historical action to teach the people
history, because he founded an annual §bservance, Fegro His-
tory Week; and, as-it has been institutionalized,. many of us
got turned Bn for the first time through programs associated
with 1t.

Through the depressions to more migrations to the North
and not to the West.. Black workers become §ikey sector of in-
duqﬁ;igl work at tgc'point of production, and a new element
of the working class is developed with the white collar clerk
who was needed to staff the growing bureducracy. On the in-
ternational scene imperialism is being beaten by third world
cogntries as the military extension of the post war indepen-
dence movements. Vietnam (1954) Cuba (1959)..Algeria (1962).
The Brown decision in 195%, Little Rock, Montgomery Bus Boy-
cott, the Sit-ins, the Civil Rights movement, nationalisa,
Martin Luther King, Malcolm X, Flowing into the streets of
Watts, Chicago, Washington, D.C., and Birmingham weras those
born -almost in response to Margaret Walker's appeal in 19423

Let a new earth rise.. Let another world be  born.

Let a bloody piece be written in the sky. Let a

..3econd generation full of courage is3tle forthie

let a people loving freedom come to growth. t

a beaztify full of healing and a strength of final

clenching be the pulsing in our spirits and our

blood. t the martial songs be written, let the

dirges &igappear, Let a race of men now rise and

take control. .

Margaret Walker in Faor My People

(George Jackson 1941, Buey 1942, Bobby Seale 1936, Rap 1943,
Eldridge 1935, Featherstone 1940, Angela 19 . )
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This new stage of historical struggle requires us to
90 further our analysis and move to a higher level of program.
We are joining with the Malik Shabazz Communiversity of Chi-
cago in promoting the Suppoitjfor Black Liberajion Month,.

From Negro to Blacks Physicals has#, skil color,

Culture: clothes, rituals (1like
95 marriago) names, reli-
¢Ibn, 1ef

' Consclousnesss Amarican Negro Re-
form t6 Black Revolution

From History to Liberation: Theorys We've moved from the strug-

100 gle for democratic rights,
equal respect under the
law to a struggle for a
basic social revolution

because

105 ' Practice: US capital is no 1on€or
on top, growing competi-
tion, also Vietnam War,
Blacks are a vanguard and

- have been especially since
110 - WWII and mass agitation
with police brutality con-
...tin\uaz‘gruon revolts
From Week to Months Conmtitments We leve that this
- 1s best measured by the
115 concrete reality of how
: time is used, so we've
moved up to a higher le-
vel of committment.

, Struggles Since many people have
120 ' become used to setting
aside one week, i1t is now
negessary to raise thedfdo~
_ mand to a month in order
to _have a.contradiction
125 : to resolve in struggle.

(b) Program: The major program is to expand Peoples Cole
lege to a conference form £&r each of the four week ends in
February, 1972.
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DATES
1. Fgbe 4=6
2 Feb, 11-13
3. fab, 18-20
4, #eb, 25=-27
-

Blaek Culture
AT q‘
Bleek Zouth
Biack Labhsp
Black Politics

There are three program consideration: mags mobilization
for BLM, continuations activities that come cut of BEM and %ue
building of PQOples Collego (SAU, Timbuktu, etc.).

- g

Mass mobllizations

1.

2

3.

b,

Class Picture of the Black Communitys
PETTY BOURGEOIS: High 0fficials
Professicnals
Entrepeneurs

SEBLETARIAT:  Clerical
¥ ; Industrial
Service

DECLASSEDs Patty Bourgeoise
Proletaria

Institutions we are concarned withi
Schools (Uhere peopls go to school)
Churches (¥Where peogle go to wbrship)
Plants (Where peoplo go o woplk)

Associations: ‘
Commfinity Centorp™(Recrwatiomal esctivities,
" goclals)

Electronic media (Rad§o, 7V, Tapo Record-
ers

Print media (leafle%a, pamphlets,
books, nmwapape*s)

Organizations-Clubsg

We are going to mobilize tha Black proletariat,

"But also 4n this context, we will ineluds pro=

fTessional groups t6 get them in a "class defec-

ticn®™ 11ke context. eéé::-at the Black laior con-
ference wili hopefully bs fraternal delegaticns

from medical students organizations, Biack sociel
workérs, etce. The end result we hop@:is helghte

)
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. ened- consciocusness, soms continuations program,
and basiec.data for a class analysis of Nashville,
5. We are going to mobilize the Black student-youth,
This will be done through organizations and ‘achools.
Continuations Activitiess
1. Each conferwnce will s€Tect X Tontifuations com-
mittee, based on delegations vﬁo’ will meet on
Sunday morning to finalige plans and release a
press statement to Black and movement media.

.2, Paoples College will offer staff for all contiu-
uationgcommittee decisions to be implemented un~
t1l such time that the indigenous personnel of

- thc_.co'nittcé takes ovcr:‘. |

Eacnlez Gollagas

1. This 1s the work (practice) context for includ-
ing the invited list of 15 members into the
staff of the Peoples College. Now we can have
PEon somo-thing that we are doing, how He're
mobilizing the masses of peopls..

2.. This 1s the mass build up for the next basic |
college cycle beginning March lst,

3. I‘his-i_ﬁ the start of turning the college over to
the people Yo be molded by théTr in?ereits and
put to their immediate service.

7

- e

- 2+ ¥hat Mas BL¥ in 1970% -
a. We received funds from the student govsrnment at Fisk

to have a large calendar printed that had a combina-
tion of historical dates and local dates for that month,
~= a=also a desoription of the Blaock—filag, four part philo-
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m of the looylu ch.uu, a hmn quote, & pio-
ture and the dﬁlo of the Peoples College..
¥o approached WFGL with the calender to hevo the ibe
formation used for spot announocments.
We got over 500 paople to coma tmm tho wnam _
moeting at 26th Strnt !adloy Pnrk field homo

The format was a paml every ﬂatnrdu mm dealo

" 'ing with a a1flepent topaﬁmty sprvival, ofu-

cation, art, and umrricnniu) end: & movie, and opea

.dumaun, ™he rirst exposure was in an orientation

" session given to ;rouys of 9-15 peoplo ag they arriv-

od, 10 nnntn. (¥ buio mudutm ur hoﬂos Gol-
Jlegy and BLN, _ s e

-'I—W

L hnmmmunmamhmlomdh'ram-

De-

taneous trial and cmr, like getting mnm ron off
atthclutdntomdnqthnﬂncautcmtom
them out end doing #i Friday night rather than withia
a plan for mobiligation,. .

Work fell on too few people consequently not mah s

- really learned excep$ for a few people, like thn. q_alen

dar.

'Ge As usual the mntutimmmﬂ&ﬁehww

“the oaly major new one ¥ne mm ,' o bien & k% ;
that drew moot of the m m ann.r m . D

avoided. 1y have get $hat coveréd. Ve nged. ‘8tate, the
high ssheels, m-m mmeammmm
bor oonnrmn. : - ke Wl

There was no c].u:r idea of contimtions gnvmo:,
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a part of the basic tollege,
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The results and proceedings were never published so

the masses were never informed of what we accomplished
or didn't.
The Black community was never really informed through

mass propaganda work and certainly not in a manner

uided by a,ya?xist-Leninist class analysis.

4, BLY Program Soals for 1972t
Materials to bs produceds

- 19

be

1.
2¢

3.

Brochure like art and liberation to promote BLN,
BLM community calendar based on a fotal inventory
of Black community activities as well as those we
are able to help set up.

At least 100 posters for each of the four confer-

ences to be silk-screenaed by Peoples college Press.

Genc:al program goalss

1..

2¢
3.

Some WVOL coopgration espegially for thg confer-

ences by the ﬂJs and the historical spotse

At least 10 Timbuktu displays

At least 10 publie school prdkramsz :

8. A speaker with or without a slide show on Black
people here and in Africa.

be An assembly program based on a combination of

. the cultural conference afid Peoples College
gasic format.

Distribution of 5000 leaflets per conférence (% of

typing sheet) (total of 20 reamsof paper needed),

a. Ffor the workers this means at the plants, bus

stations, bars, churches, etc.
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etc,

Lo

5" -Bifiéfouths community centers, schools, churches,

ce GCeneral: some working class communitices o

apartment complegs

17 de something on this must be done cvery day or

we work because this is the most basis work

ayervopne must be involvad in, gotting ¢ha nevs

to the boople.

5. Average attendance of 150 per weekend conference,
with the ﬂh‘prity being actual particigfmts and
Budt S 0, o it

the rest observors.

6o Revolutionary Film Festival on each Sunday aftere

noon, at lcaégane hour per s®ssion.

ce Basic Conference Outlins

1, Friday Night

= T2, Saturday 9:g |

1035

Noon
2300
130
800
7:30

11130

3. Sunday Morning

Afternoon

Cpening Session

nose of Conferencs
Historical Hap

Gat Acquainted

'iggional

Local (issue oriented
workshops,)
Caucas over lunrgh
-and Stae
Looal Workshops ofn’d)
Caucas oveyr dinner’
Final plenary sessicn
Pinal social

 Meet of C tinnaw

tions 1t%e

A, 8taf? meeting for
ériticism = sclf
oriticism session
and prepara for the
nax% conferenco.

B. qggggivgégaasy o
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de Doqumentation
1. Everything will betitaped.

2, Ve

need to have at least two still photographers.

— B, Johnny Simmons will need a fiim crew to shoot &

#uper- 8 dooumentary of Jan.=Feb. BiM as a propa-

ganda tool for Peoples College.
4, Each workship and session will have at least one

lefficial recorder responsible for a summary of all
discussion. The Staff will Serve in tais capacity.
5. Method for BiMs
a. January:
1, Division of Labor

e
be
Ce
de

Timbuktu
BLM Sgcretariat

BLM Propefianda
Peoples College

L T, -

2. Conferences Preparation

8.

Make huge banners to hang during the cohfcronp
ces 6.8., BLACK WORKERS UNITE!, YOUTH MAKES RE-
VOLUTIONS

Put up all posters and distribute all leaflets.

Teams should go to a different church in trying
to pull people to the conference,

BLM office in back room at Timbuktu.

Leaflet some where overyday beginning the third
wveek in January. _

Have daily morning meetings with written reports
turned in to the secretariat even if only one
paragraph longe.

REQUIRED READING: (The basis for Staff P.E.)

'l Mao-Tse Tung, On Literature and Art

2. Bobert Allen, Black Awakeping ln Capitallst

- - unhglin L.
L 3
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1.

he

be Pebruarys . oo

3
dmsxica
3. Harold Barim, Politdioal Reonomy of Blaglk
b, B. Pranklin Fre§fsr, Black Bourgeoisa
5. Abdul, Unpublished Collection of Papers
oA Educauon
8tate and Regional Trips (Gont.acﬁ:}
1. Atlanta (Eben)
2. Memphys (CEC) _. ... .
i. Knoxville (Muhammed)
%. Chatanooga

5. Grocuboro (Howard Pullep and Nelson John~
- gon

Conferencess

be

de

£

Hopefully we'll have luck in gettixm Bethlshen
Center, 1f not thom the=PEnther's placs.

Rent a typuﬁtor vith large type for name
tags for all participants.

Hajpe -t.blcs on.the conference floor s0 every-
one vill be able to sit with his/her diflege-
tion and teko gocd notes and keap raferencs
material handy. '

We should have 100 conference packet cach tims
vith dackground mrial', position papaé'a,'naps,
eto, .

Try to Imu mtemmm omnilm '
for the conferences. L.
Have a hooth arca vith at least xmwm‘a dia-

Play ard a Peoples couego tgbzea m,gmmu

CURPS GTES I
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‘alse an SAU tablos.

Z.. General- :
This two month project is going to be full of eo-
tivity and vill require full ooncentration and
éooperhtioh. We are calling for an offensive
vhere all o_u.‘ p?nticu eormittment q&d_.lkill be=
somes apparent. The contradiction is not inter-
nal now, but external = at least in terms of what
we are trying to do.. We have been turned in for
a long time. It is now time to. turn .ontmd Get
your rap together. 8tudy this handbook so that
you can run it dewn in a moments notiop, The hard-

- O ws vork the ctmnpr we22 get and the more the
pmhvnl rupnnd Ve kney the lmmic-
tions are omlath‘ so the objeative cudzuon
for movement is there.. Ouy aebuﬁucim and poo-
pagenda will determine vhether we can get to thc
mb:eéun conditions end get them te emn. |

SONCLUSICN - |
1. Go and reread the studest struggle pamphlet and ama-
lyse how this handbook £i8a in that ochm md youz
development, ,
2. Analyse yeur ttt!tudc and the wvay m &u-y moou
‘to determine what changes will be mnuy to m

& positive mpnasm en peoplo.- _
3. Reread this bandbook, then bngm to mc tt' roale






